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From the Colemine 

Luke 24:1-3 On the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the spices that they 

had prepared.   They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in, they did not find 

the body. 

 

Early on the first Easter morning the women went to the tomb of Jesus thinking they were going to find a 

dead body.  They had brought spices to finish the job of the burial ritual.  Instead they found an empty 

tomb and the stone rolled away. 

When we think about the stone being rolled away, it wasn’t to let Jesus out, but so that others could go in 

and see that the tomb was empty.  

 

One of the traditions we have with Easter is to have eggs that are brightly colored and sometimes hidden 

for the children to find.  I was wondering why eggs?  So I looked it up on the internet.  It seems that the 

hard shell on the egg represents the tomb.  Also eggs represent new life.   

 

Another thing I found out that when people didn’t eat meat during Lent eggs were included, so once Easter 

came they could eat eggs again.  So, eggs became associated with Easter. 

 

Let us celebrate the new life that comes to us because of the resurrection of Jesus and the empty tomb.  

 

Pastor Steve   

  

                                    Mission Statement                                                                        

“The mission of the First United Methodist Church of Fort Scott,             

Kansas, is to share the good news of the life, death and resurrection          

of Jesus Christ and to exemplify the love of God by knowing Christ,      

growing in Christ, serving Christ and sharing Christ.” 
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Fun for the                                                      

Family 

April Anniversaries:  7-Ron and Barbara Wood; 16-Ron 
and Sharry Rains; 26-Tom and Marlene Braker.  

April Birthdays:   2-Lynn Chaney, Nicolas Norris, Grif-
fin Swaim; 3-Alyssa Popp; 4-Douglas Barlet; 6-Rose 
Stoughton; 9-Kristin Bishop; 10-Tom Coyan; 13-

Meganne Norris; 17-Kathryn Aldis; 19-Leslie Reynolds, Darren Tucker; 
20-Lee Culbertson; 23-Kyle Altic; 25-Miles Allshouse, Linden Bishop. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you will be graduating this spring, we would like to 

recognize you in the upcoming newsletter.  We would 

appreciate it if you would contact Marla and provide her 

with your graduation information by April 18.   Infor-

mation needed:  Your name;  are you graduating from 

high school or college; school name youôre graduating 

from; your future plans.  Marla may be reached at 223-

1950 or secretary@firstumcfsks.org. 

First United Methodist Hour is scheduled to be broadcast on the local radio 

station, 1600 AM, from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. on the dates below.  You can tune 

in to hear the Sunday morning worship services that are recorded live on 

these dates and then broadcast during the afternoon. 

May 13 and 27; June 10 and 24; July 8 and 22; August 5 and 19; Septem-

ber 2, 16 and 30. 

Extending Sympathy toé                           

Joe, Becky, Wyatt and Hannah 

Tourtillott,   upon the death of    

Raymond Tourtillott. 

Daryl and Nancy Swanwick 

and families, upon the death 

of Darylôs mother. 

If you would like a copy of 

your first quarter Giving 

Statement we will be glad to 

print one for you.  You may 

contact the office. 



 

 

Spotlight:  Elsie Jean Sellen    

Elsie Jean Sellen and her dog Buffy, a Bos-
ton Terrier, spend their mornings together at 
Guest Home Estates. Daughter, Pat Harry, 
keeps Buffy the rest of the day. During our 
visit, Buffy slept peacefully in Elsie’s lap. 

Elsie was born June 16, 1927 in Whiting, 
Kansas, to Clifford and Grace Belden. She 
was the oldest with two younger siblings, 
Walter – deceased, and Minnie who lives in 
Topeka. Elsie grew up in Whiting and attend-
ed first through sixth grade there. Her father 
lost his farm during the depression, then 
worked for the WPA before he was hired by 
the electric company and worked the lines. 
Elsie remembers her father always loved 
horses.  

After high school, Elsie attended Clark’s 
Business School in Topeka. She spent some time living with her aunt and her grandmother in Horton, KS.  

She was working at a café in Horton when she met her husband to be William (Bill) Sellen. He was a teacher 
in Horton and came to the café for breakfast and lunch. The first time she met him, she was painting the wall 
in the café and he told her she wasn’t doing it right. She told him if you don’t like it you can do it and he did. 
The next day he came back to the café and asked to go to the movie with him that night. She said she could-
n’t because she was babysitting with the café owner’s son. He said that’s not a problem to just bring him 
along. They dated for about three months and were married July 13, 1947, in Topeka, KS. 

Bill was a history teacher and taught in Horton, then Haskell School in Lawrence, where they were dormitory 
parents. When their first daughter, Pat, was born, they brought her home to live in the dormitory. Bill decided 
he couldn’t raise a family on the salary he was getting and went to work for Blue Cross in 1951. He contin-
ued working for Blue Cross until his retirement in 1984.  He loved music, especially opera. He was active in 
the Masonic Lodge and Eastern Star. He was a great speaker, having been a debate champion in high 
school. He learned all the lecturer parts for both Masons and Eastern Star. 

Elsie and Bill have four children: 

Pat Harry – lives in Fort Scott and has two children Christopher and Eliza. Pat is retired from education and 
works at First United Methodist church as the organist and choir director.                         

Richard – lived and worked in Germany for Mercedes Benz. He is now retired and lives in Olathe, Kansas. 
He has two children Gary and Anthony. Gary continues to live in Germany. 

Marcia Sellen – lives in Kansas City and is a professional artist working in interior design. She works from 
home and has had some serious health issues the past few years. 

Pam Miller - has had a career in business and sales. She is now retired and has moved to live in Lake Liv-
ingston, Texas, where she sells real estate. She has two children, Evan and Amanda. 

Elsie also has seven great grandchildren and another one on the way: Michael, Ellie, Piper, Liam, Jason, 
Tommy, Cooper, and Aria. 

(continued on next page) 



 

 

Spotlight-continued 

Over the years, Elsie has worked in several jobs related to food service: manager of Tastee Freeze, man-
ager of Peter Pan, deli supervisor in a grocery store and worked until age 83 as a food demonstrator. She 
has always liked working with food. 

Music is also a love for Elsie. She sang in Sweet Adeline’s for twenty-seven years singing until she was 80 
years old. The group even had the opportunity to sing in Carnegie Hall. She learned many of the operas 
that Bill loved to listen to as well.  

Elsie is also quite a seamstress. Over the years she has made several gowns and wedding dresses. 

When Bill retired, he and Elsie built a log home near Carbondale Lake. The entire family was involved in the 
building. They lived in a camper on the property until they could move into the house. By the end of the pro-
ject, Bill broke a shoulder and Elsie had two broken ankles.  

The Sellen’s and dog, Buffy, moved to Fort Scott in 2014. Elsie began to paint using water colors when they 
moved to Fort Scott Manor. She has entered her paintings in the Alzheimer’s competition, Memories in the 
Making. She has won the competition two years. One of her paintings, a blue bird, is hanging on the door to 
her room. Bill died June 14, 2015. Elsie now lives at Guest Home Estates. 

When asked what she loves about Fort Scott, with a big smile, Elsie responded, “My daughter lives here.” 
She likes to go to Gunn Park, to church and Sunday school class and visiting with Rev. Cole. Bill and Elsie 
went to a small church in Wakarusa, Kansas and Rev. Cole filled the pulpit there for a time. 

A special church memory for Elsie was as a young adult. Her parents did not go to church. There was a 
church just around the corner so she went alone. She loved the Christmas plays and activities. She espe-
cially remembered a Christmas party where there was a peach on a plate. Elsie ate it, it looked so good. 
She laughs because the peach was supposed to be a part of a game.  

Her favorite hymn is “How Great Thou Art”. 

Submitted by Jan Hedges      

Work Retreat at 
Camp Chippewaé
The spring volunteer 
work retreat at Camp 
Chippewa has been 
scheduled for Friday, 
April 27 through Sun-
day, April 29.  You 
are welcome to 
spend the weekend 
or just a few hours.  
There are projects 
for all ages and skill 
levels.  If you are in-
terested there is con-
tact information on 
the fliers posted on 
the bulletin boards. 

Faith Builders in April 

We will not be meeting for Sunday school on Easter Sunday, April 1.   

During our meetings in April, we will be studying ñAll Glory and Honor.ò  On April 8, we will discuss 
ñThe Risen Lord Appearsò and on April 15 we will cover ñFollow Me,ò both from the Gospel of John.  
The last two weeks, we will be discussing topics from everyoneôs favorite book, Revelation.  On the 
22nd, the topic will be ñThe Lord God the Almightyò and ñBlessing, Glory, Honor Foreverò is the topic 

for April 29.ò  We sincerely invite you to come join us for fellowship, study and coffee. 

Ron Wood 

Wednesday Work Group Report for March 

Listed below are items that have been completed by the men as of 3.14.18.                                                                                                 

Put a sign up and taped a section on the floor of McClure Hall to keep the 

area open on both sides of the furnace room for air circulation; replaced 

baseboard, filled hole in sheetrock, replaced cover plate, and buried cables 

in Marla’s office; shampooed carpet in main entrance at south door; replace 

batteries in Fellowship Hall door sensor; replaced Handicapped sign in park-

ing lot; hung bulletin board in Fellowship Hall; fixed doors on cabinet in 

nursery. 



 

 

  SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1   Easter Sunday 

~Communion                                    

~Faith Builders 

Sunday school class 

will not meet today 

 

2 

 

 

 

#NS 

3 

9 a.m.  Fiber Fellow-

ship-Parlor                                   

Noon-Mahjong group-

Fellowship Hall      

 

7 p.m. SPRC meeting-

Fellowship Hall                           

4   *Wednesday work 

session                                          

1:30 Reading Group-

Parlor 

>FFiHN     

 

 

5    

 

 

4-9 p.m.  First Thursday 

Stitchers-Fellowship Hall 

6 7 

8                                   

Fundraising taco 

meal after worship-

Fellowship Hall                                    

                    

 

9 

 

1 p.m.  XYZ Club-
Fellowship Hall 

#NS 

10                                          

9 a.m.  Quilts to Com-

fort-Parlor                                   

Noon-Mahjong group-

Fellowship Hall                                 

 

11  *Wednesday work 

session                                          

1:30 Reading Group-

Parlor 

>FFiHN     

12 

 

 

4:00-8:30  Fellowship 

Hall is reserved 

13 14 

10 a.m.-Noon  Parlor is 

reserved 

 

15  Native Ameri-

can Ministries 

Sunday   

Sandwich sales 

fundraiser after 

worship 

 

16 

 

 

 

#NS 

 

17                                 

9 a.m. Fiber Fellow-

ship-Parlor                              

Noon-Mahjong group-

Fellowship Hall                                                            

 

 

18  *Wednesday work 

session                                   

Graduate information is 

due in office        

1:30 Reading Group-

Parlor       

>FFiHN                                            

19 

 

20 

May/June newsletter 
articles are due  

21 

Five Rivers District 

UMW spring meeting-

Iola 

22   

                                                             

 

23 

1 p.m.  XYZ Club-
Fellowship Hall 

 

#NS 

24  

9 a.m. Quilts to Com-

fort-Parlor                                      

Noon Mahjong group-

Fellowship Hall   

 

25  *Wednesday work 

session                 

1:30 Reading Group-

Parlor                                     

>FFiHN                                              

 

26 

 

27 28 

29 30 

 

#NS 

     

      Dates, times and 

activities may 

change.  Watch the 

bulletin for updates. 

 

April 2018 

Each Monday:                                                                                                         

#5:00-7:00 p.m. Next Steps at FUMC  

Each Wednesday:                                                             

*9:00 to Noon-Work session at the church                                                                                             

>5:30-7:00 p.m. (FFiHN) Feeding Families in His 

Name meal served in Fellowship Hall                                              

First United Methodist Church  301 S. National  Fort Scott, KS  620-223-1950  www.firstumcfsks.org 

I want to extend my sincere thanks for your prayers, concern and support for our family during 

Dadõs aortic valve replacement surgery, stroke, and rehabilitation.  Your prayers were felt and 

very much appreciated.  It is a blessing to have such wonderful friends!  Also, thank you for your 

understanding while I have been away from the office.                                         Marla Gorman  



 

 

Here’s you’re April, 2018 Newsletter from….  

              
First United Methodist Church 

301 South 

Fort Scott, KS  66701 

Phone:  (620) 223-1950 

Fax:  (620) 223-6802 

E-mail:  pastor@firstumcfsks.org OR 

                secretary@firstumcfsks.org 

Uniting for ministry through the Bourbon County Cooperative Parish 
 

  Church Office Hours:  

  8:00 a.m.-Noon and 1:00-3:00 p.m.  Monday through Thursday   

  8:00 a.m.-Noon                     Friday 

  During  June,  July and August 8:00 a.m.-Noon  Monday through Friday 

 

 

Visit our  

website at  

www.firstumcfsks.org  

The people of the United 

Methodist Churchñ 

Open hearts 

Open minds 

Open doors 

First United Methodist Church 

301 South National 

Fort Scott, KS  66701-1397 

 

Return Service Requested 


