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So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed 

day by day. --2 Corinthians 4:16 

 

   Itôs a new year and a new day.  New opportunities, new things, new relationships, new activities, new 

things to doé. maybe.  Then again maybe not.  Sometimes we kind of like things the way they are or the 

way they were in the good old days. 

   A phrase I hear a lot are the words, ñused to beò.  There used to be more of this or less of that.  It usually 

means how things ñused to beò were better than they are today.  I wonder, will our children and grandchil-

dren someday look back at 2017 and say how things ñused to beò? 

   We had a bishop that would say, ñThe United Methodist Church is perfectly prepared to evangelize the 

world if the 1950ôs ever returnò.  That would usually get a few laughs, but also a few groans.   

   No, our community isnôt what it used to be, our country isnôt what it used to be, our culture isnôt what it 

used to be.  But then again many of us arenôt the way we used to be either.  In some ways that could be a 

good thing and in some ways not so good. 

    There are some things we have little or no control over.  Changes come whether we like it or not.  Hope-

fully, as we grow in our faith in Christ we can make changes in ourselves that we are better than we ñused 

to beò.  As the passage above says, ñOur inner nature is being renewed day by dayò.   

Happy New Year. 
 

Pastor Steve   

  

                                    Mission Statement                                                                        

ñThe mission of the First United Methodist Church of Fort Scott,             

Kansas, is to share the good news of the life, death and resurrection          

of Jesus Christ and to exemplify the love of God by knowing Christ,      

growing in Christ, serving Christ and sharing Christ.ò 
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Fun for the                                                      

Family 

January Anniversaries:  25-Daryl and Nancy Swanwick; 
28-Mike and Susan Carnes.  

January Birthdays:  2-Ethan Tatro; 4-Susan Cole; 6-
Logan Fancher; 9-Eleanor Harry; 11-Maurine Dunshee, 
Gayla Croan; 12-Jacki Allen; 13-Al Ruddick; 14-Lorna 

Carlton, Brent Smith, Aaron Swaim; 15- Pierce Rienbolt; 17-Doug Barlet; 
19-Pat Harry, Katren Rienbolt; 22-Beverly George;  23-Emma Davis; 24-
Margaret Friend; 25-Craig Hart; 27-Dave Wood; 29-Tim Culbertson; 30-
Larry Swaim, Kelley Tucker.     

Our Sympathy to -  
In Remembrance of... 

Margaret Myers who passed away on De-
cember 2, 2017. 

Friendship Soup Lunch  

The Friendship Soup Lunch for January will be January 19 from 11:30 a.m. 

until 1:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall at FUMC.   The soup lunch this month is 

sponsored by Feeding Families in His Name. They will serve chili, a variety of 

soups, desserts, and a drink for a free will donation.  Everyone is welcome!                                                  

Flower Calendar 

The 2018 Flower Calendar is 

posted on the bulletin board by 

the north doors.  You may sign up 

for altar flowers if you would like 

to honor loved ones, family mem-

bers, or friends for birthdays, an-

niversaries, graduations, memori-

als, or other special events.  This 

is a special way to add beauty to 

the worship service.  If you have 

questions you may call Marla in 

the church office, 223-1950, or 

send an email to secre-

tary@firstumcfsks.org. 

Life Line Screening will be returning to 

First United Methodist Church on Mon-

day, January 8, 2018.   

You may pick up copies of the Re-

port of Committee on Nominations 

for 2018 in the office if you would 

like one, or you can find the report 

on the website. The report was also 

included in the November 5, 2017 

Church Conference packet. 



 

 

Wednesday Work Group Report for December 

Listed below are items that have been completed by the men as of 12.13.17.    

Installed new beater brushes in vacuums; installed new sink and faucet on east side of island in Fellowship Hall kitch-

en; cleaned sink aerator in parlor kitchenette; installed new doorbell on Fellowship Hall door; installed chain on front 

steps to allow only one set of entrance doors; changed AC filters; set up and take down for childrenôs Christmas pro-

gram in sanctuary; brought poinsettias down from storage. 

 

                                                                                           Faith Builders in January  

In January, we will study the book of Daniel.  These lessons depict bold exercise of faith in the one true God while in a 
culture hostile to that faith.  Whether the issue was food or refusing to bow down to an idol, the steadfast faith demon-
strated by Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego is timeless and relevant for Christians of every place and century.  
One lesson focuses on disciplined, earnest prayer.  The study concludes with a rather mysterious vision experienced by 
Daniel.  He was to draw strength and hope from believing that God remained in control.  So must we. 

We hope you will join us for this study.  Come have some coffee, conversation and fellowship. 

Ron Wood 

End of year giving statements will 

be ready to be picked up some-

time the first part of January.  

They will be filed alphabetically, 

by last name, and may be picked 

up through January 28th.  They 

will be located on the table, by 

the elevator, in the Fellowship 

Café area.  

2017 Financial Books / Year-end Contributions: Any money received by the church (in the offering plate 

or otherwise) after December 31 must be reported as 2018 giving for tax purposes. This is true even if the check is 

dated in 2017. The only exception is for checks that are mailed and bear a 2017 postmark.  Thank you!                                                                                                

Jackie Warren, Financial Secretary 

First United Methodist Hour is scheduled to be broadcast on the local radio sta-

tion, 1600 AM, from 1:00 to 2:00 p.m. on the dates below.  You can tune in to 

hear the Sunday morning worship services that are recorded live on these dates 

and then broadcast during the afternoon.  

January 7 and 21; February 4 and 18; March 4 and 18; April 1, 15 and 29.  

Thank you to those listed who helped in any way with the family funeral dinner 

served after the funeral of Margaret Myers.  Barbara Wood, Dorothy Kivett, Mille 

Sharp, Betty Ruddick, Jackie Warren, Cindy Foxx, Virginia Myers, and Tom 

Coyan. 



 

 

Spotlight: Maybelle Mertz 

Active, passionate and involved can all be words to describe Maybelle Mertz. She 
was born in Fort Scott at 701 Lowman Street in an upstairs bedroom on February 6, 
to Harlan and Mabel Hicks Spencer. She was named after her motherôs best friend.  
She had an older brother Joe and a younger brother George. Both are deceased. 
The family lived on a farm near town until her father died of a heart attack and they 
moved to town to live with her English grandmother, Alice Hayworth Hicks. 

Maybelleôs English grandmother immigrated from Over Darwin near Lincolnshire, 
England. She was a true English lady and loved her horses. That love of horses, her 
work ethic and an English side saddle were passed on to Maybelle. 

Maybelle attended Central School on National Avenue from first through ninth grade. 
She attended Fort Scott High School for her tenth through twelfth grades. After high 
school, she attended several colleges including Pittsburg State University, Wichita 
State University, University of California, Berkeley and Washburn University. Her 
schooling was all job related. 

About her husband Jim, Maybelle says, ñHe was the smartest person I have ever known. He graduated from Cherokee 
High School at the age of 13 and from PSU at 17. Jim opened an ice and feed store and was well liked by everyone.ò 
He and Maybelle became acquainted through the feed store as she bought feed for her three horses. They were mar-
ried January 20, 1946 with Rev. R.B. Shoemaker officiating. They purchased a home in the country about five miles 
south on Highway 69 and raised horses and cattle. Jim passed away, May 30, 1981. 

Jim and Maybelle were parents of two children Melessa Mertz Demo and Jim (Sandy) Mertz. Melessa is currently a high 
school guidance counselor at Fort Osage High School, Independence, Missouri. She is married to Brad Demo, Execu-
tive Director and CEO for the Midwest Section of the Golf Association of America.  Melessa has two children, Mandie a 
kindergarten teacher in Denver, CO and J.T. the Director of Golf at the Currituck Club in Corolla, North Carolina. J.T. 
has a fifth-grade son, Hunter. Brad Demo has a son Andrew who is finishing his residency in pediatrics in Kansas City 
and a daughter Ashlynn who lives and teaches in Wichita. 

Maybelleôs son Sandy took over managing the family ranch and cow/calf operation after his dad died. 

Maybelleôs first adventure into the work world began in Fort Scott with a job at Montgomery Wards, on the corner of 2
nd
 

and Main, as a bookkeeper. She then worked as Deputy Clerk of the District Court for several years. During this time, 
she and Jim continued with the ranch and always did their own income taxes. The Kansas taxes were a challenge so 
she decided to go to PSU and take some classes. Two years later, they turned the chicken house into a tax office, hung 
up a sign by the road and she had her first two clients. When she moved the tax office to town in 1980, she had many 
clients. Mertz Tax Service will be 50 years old in 2019. 

In 1989, Governor Hayden appointed Maybelle to the five member Kansas State Board of Tax Appeals. There were 
many applicants including lawyers and CPAôs and she was honored to be appointed. She served her term in this posi-
tion 

From taxes to sororities and fraternities. A call from a representative from the ADPi sorority corporation launched 
Maybelle into her next career as a House Director. Maybelle was reluctant, with no experience in this area, but she was 
assured that if she could serve on the board of tax appeals, she could definitely handle a sorority with 100 girls. 
Maybelle was the House Director for ADPi at KU for three years, Phi Nu at Baker for three years, Theta House at K-
State for one year, and three years at Farmhouse Fraternity at K-State. She says she loved working with the young peo-
ple and sharing experiences with them.  

Horses have been Maybelleôs passion since childhood: riding horses, showing horses and caring for horses. For 14 
years, she helped sponsor, direct and plan ñgaited horse showsò, as a fund-raising activity for the Bourbon County Fair-
grounds. The funds were used to help build facilities and put up lighting. She remembers the first few horse shows, in-
mates from the county jail helped erect fences and set up for the show. Bleachers were borrowed from Linn County. The 
shows included ñhuntersò and ñjumpersò and was modeled after the American Royal. She especially remembers Mr. 
Clinesmith and the high school orchestra and band students providing the music and the young ladies wearing their long 
formals as they presented trophies to the winners. They usually had a side-saddle competition and her grandmotherôs 
side saddle was a part of the event. 

 


