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From the Colemine

God helps those who help themselves. Hezekiah 3:16

Somewhere in the Bible between Proverbs and Malachi is the book of Hezekiah. It is a small book but
has all those wonderful sayings that people like to quote. Things like “Cleanliness is next to godliness”
and “This too shall pass” or “Charity begins at home” as well as, “God helps those who help themselves”.

These things sound like they would be in the book of Proverbs or are in the Bible somewhere, but they
are not. If you are looking for the book of Hezekiah, don’t bother, it isn’t there. There was a King named
Hezekiah and stories about him in the Bible, but there isn’t a book named after him.

Even though “God helps those who help themselves” isn’t found in the Bible there is still some truth to
it. Proverbs has several passages that refer to lazy people and the consequences for being lazy. Proverb
6:9-11 says, “How long will you lie there, O lazybones? When will you rise from your sleep? A little
sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest, and poverty will come upon you like a robber,
and want, like an armed warrior.” Also, in 2 Thessalonians 3:10 Paul says, “when we were with you, we
gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to work should not eat.”

If someone is looking for a job they can pray to God to get one, but, they also have to fill out job appli-
cations, go to interviews and do the searching to get a job. I can pray to win the lottery all I want, but if I
don’t buy a ticket I’'m not going to win. (Not that ’'m encouraging people to buy lottery tickets, this is just
an example.) After all, a batter can’t hit a home run unless he/she swings the bat.

We receive many blessings from God, way beyond what we deserve, but we need to take action our-
selves and let God work through us in what we do.

Pastor Steve
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N = March Anniversaries:  9-Steve and Stephanie Denton; 13
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Faith Builders in March
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Easter Lily Remembrance Insé&aster lilies will adorn the sanctuary again this
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Return Service Requested

Visit our

website at

www. firstumcrsks.org
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First United Methodist Church
301 South

Fort Scott, KS 66701

Phone: (620) 223950

Fax: (620) 228802

Mar c h, 2019 New

E-mail: pastor@firstumcfsks.org OR
secretary@firstumcfsks.org

Uniting for ministry through the Fort Scott Area Network

Church Office Hours:

8:00 a.mNoon and 1:0638:00 p.m. Monday through Thursday

8:00 a.mNoon

Friday

During June, July and August 8:00 a.floon Monday through Friday
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