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From the Colemine 

 

ñTruly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to 

me.ò  Matthew 25:40 

 

   We have had a couple of the members of the church go to be with the Lord recently, Sam Mason and Walter 

Sheets.  They both in their own way reached out to the ñleast of theseò Jesus is talking about in Matthew 25:40.  Sam 

did it by being involved in the community as a Judge and member of the Fort Scott City Council.  Walter more low 

key helping with Feeding Families and in other ways.  

   Both Sam and Walter did things behind the scenes that most people didnôt even realize or know anything about.  

They didnôt do it for recognition or to be praised by other people, they did it because it was the right thing to do.  

They both wanted to help other people. 

   We all have opportunities from time to time to help people who are the ñleast of theseò.  We can do it by helping 

with Feeding Families, donating to the Beacon, to other organizations or just reaching out to neighbors in the com-

munity.  There is no right or wrong way to do it as long as we do it.  We have a lot of ñleast of theseò in our commu-

nity.  We can all help them in some way or another and do what Jesus told us to do to love our neighbor as ourselves.   

Pastor Steve   

  

                                    Mission Statement                                                                        

ñThe mission of the First United Methodist Church of Fort Scott,             

Kansas, is to share the good news of the life, death and resurrection          

of Jesus Christ and to exemplify the love of God by knowing Christ,      

growing in Christ, serving Christ and sharing Christ.ò 

  First United Methodist Church 
    301 S. National, Fort Scott, KS  66701 

    (620) 223-1950                   Parsonage (620) 223-0865 



 

 

Fun for the                                                      

Family 

 

October Anniversaries:  7-Linda Leachner; 9-Jaeston 
Berry; 10-Missy Clark; 11-Betty Reed, Varrell Forgey, 
Bettie DuVall, Hannah Tourtillott; 12-Janet Fancher; 
13-Patty Smilie; 14-Carlyle Dunshee; 15-Doug Altic, 

Nicholas Davis; 16-Theron Fancher; 19-Dru Nichols; 20-Shirley Forgey; 22-
Tim Heiser; 24-Minnie Lou Allen;  26 Gloria Shankel; 28-Camrie Hunziker; 
30-Shirley Bean   

October Birthdays:  18-David and Debra Wood; 26-Blair Croan and Parik-
shit Singh.   

Extending Sympathy toé                              

Lora Mason, upon the death of Sam Ma-
son. 
 

In Remembrance ofé 

Doris Mason who passed away on July 31, 
2017. 
 
William ñWalterò Sheets who passed away 
on September 7, 2017. 

Marriage                 
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Blessings and best 

wishes to Jasmine Davis and 

Chad Bradley on the occasion of 

their marriage on Saturday, 

Sept. 2, 2017 at Fort Riley.  

Their new address will be 2312 

Wildcat Lane Apt 316, Junction 

City KS 66441.  

Please, join us for a come and 
go baby shower on Sunday, Oc-
tober 29 from 2:00 -4:00 p.m. in  

 

 

 

 

 

Fellowship Hall at 301 S. Nation-
al, for Kershaw Douglas Altic. 
Parents Kyle Altic and Karrie 
Thorpe. Grandparents Doug 
and Tracy Altic.  

Dear Church Family,  

Thank you for the continued 

support from the church schol-

arship.  You all and this church 

are such a blessing.  Hereõs to 

one more year at Pittsburg 

State!  Hopefully Iõll be able to 

make it back for a few Sunday 

services.   

Thanks again, Katren Rienbolt  



 

 

Wednesday Work Group for July and August 

 Listed below are items that have been completed by the men as of 9.18.17.                                                                                            

1. Lawn work continuesðmowing, trimming, and pulling weeds. 

2. Removed a cedar tree on the south side of the west steps at the church. 

3. Replaced fascia on the parsonage. 

4. Replaced subflooring, linoleum, and reset stool in second floor bathroom at the parsonage. 

 

                                                                                             Faith Builders in October                                                                                                                                                                                                    
We begin a new section in the Old Testament.  Our Scripture will be from Genesis, 2 Samuel and Nehemiah.  We will discuss ñSigns of Godôs 
Covenantsò the first two weeks. The first Sunday we will cover ñMaking a Promiseò and ñA Sign of Agreementò on the second Sunday.  The 
last three Sundays we will look at ñCalled Into Covenant with Godò. In that section we will discuss the covenants God made with Abram 
(October 15), with David (October 22) and with the returned exiles (October 29).  This is our time for fellowship and study.  The coffee maker 

is always on and we hope you will come join us.                                                       Ron Wood 

Friendship Soup Lunch 

The first Friendship Soup Lunch of the season will be on 

October 20 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in Fellowship 

Hall sponsored by the United Methodist Women.  A varie-

ty of soups, desserts, and a drink will be served for a free-

will donation.  We hope to see you there! 

Thank you to the following who provided food, money 

or helped in any way with the meal served for the 

Sheets family the day of Walterôs service. 

Carol Newcomer, Maurine Dunshee, Jan Hedges, 

Charlotte Swaim, Charlene Sipe, Jean Tucker, Marita 

Lopeman, Pat Scott, Koyle Link, Janet Davis, Lisa 

Ward, Joan Hembree, Tom Coyan, and Dorothy Ki-

vett. 

Thank you to all of my church family for the get 
well cards and especially for your prayers during 
my recovery!  Each card was read and re-read 
serving as encouragement to keep me going.  I 
look forward to being back in Fort Scott soon! 

Love, Betty Reed 

     

  Welcome to our New Members 

Austin and Sylvia Stapleton have re-

cently joined FUMC.   Weôre glad to 

have their two children Donnie and 

Reece as well.   

We are excited the Stapleton family is 

here! 

Please make them feel welcome at First 

United Methodist Church.   



 

 

Varrell and Shirley Forgey 

Varrell and Shirley first knew each other when they were 
young teenagers, played kick-the-can, Andy-over, hide and 
seek after dark and went to dances at Teen Town on Tues-
day and Saturday nights. Emily Kells sponsored the danc-
es.  Nearing their 67

th
 wedding anniversary, December 30, 

they are still dancing every other week at the American Le-
gion in Pittsburg. 

Varrell L. Forgey, Jr. was born October 11, 1929 in Shel-
don, MO. He was the son of Varrell and Rose Ruth Brown 
Forgey. His brother died when he was 54 of heart issues. 
His sister Ruth Arlene Eubank lives in the Phoenix, AZ ar-
ea. 

Varrell and his family moved to Fort Scott when he was 14 
years old. He attended schools and graduated from Fort 
Scott High School in 1947. He attended the Junior College 
then was in the Navy from 1948-1952. He then attended 
Kansas State Teachers College (Pittsburg State) and grad-
uated with a degree in business in 1954. 

Springfield, MO, was the birthplace for Shirley Louise White Forgey. She was born on October 20, 1931 to Virgil White 
and Ruth Hallie Buck White. Her older brother Bob White lives in Iola. Her brother Thomas Lon White died when he was 
58. Shirley remembers the family moving a lot before settling in Fort Scott when she was in the 8

th
 grade. She graduated 

from Fort Scott High School and attended one year at the Junior College. 

Varrell and Shirley didnôt date when they were in high school. They started dating when Varrell was home on leave from 
the Navy. On a later leave, they decided to get married and drove to Huntsville, Arkansas for the ceremony because they 
didnôt have to wait three days for a license. Shirley says they didnôt elope because they took the whole family with them. 
They lived in Alameda, CA while Varrell finished his last two years in the navy. 

After graduation from college, Varrell worked for the Western Insurance Company in Fort Scott for 10 years and was 
transferred to Phoenix, AZ. After a short time in Phoenix, he became an independent agent. He worked in Phoenix until 
he was 78. On retirement in 2007, he and Shirley moved back to Fort Scott. 

Shirley worked a couple of years as a secretary at a church but was primarily a mother and homemaker. She and Varrell 

have two children Brad and Melinda. Brad lives in Payson, AZ, and has three daughters. Melinda lives in Medina, OH, and 

has two sons. In addition to their five grandchildren, they have 6 great-grandchildren but currently no great-greats. 

Over the years, the Forgeys have enjoyed traveling, mainly cruises taking them to six of the seven continents. They also 
love to dance and were involved in a dance club in Phoenix for over 20 years. Shirley is an avid bridge player and has 
played in numerous bridge groups over the years. She is currently active in a ladies group in Fort Scott as well as XYZ at 
the church. Varrell has been in bowling leagues in the past. Both Shirley and Varrell helped with scouts when their chil-
dren were involved. 

Shirley has always been a Methodist and says she brought Varrell to the Methodist church. Varrell and the two children 
were baptized in the Fort Scott Church. Over the years, they have been active in the Scottsdale Methodist Church as well 
as Fort Scott. Varrell was the head usher in Scottsdale for 10 years and Shirley worked with missions for 20 years. 

When asked about a special memory or event of the church, Shirley recalled the night she came to the sanctuary and 
prayed for her dad when he was very sick. ñThe doors werenôt locked then, except the office, and I was able to come in 
and pray for my dad.ò She also remembers playing hide and seek at the church. Her favorite hymn is Amazing Grace. 

Varrell says he has always loved the song, The Little Brown Church in the Vale, although we hardly ever hear it anymore. 
His other favorite hymn is How Great Thou Art.  

Shirley and Varrell hope that the church can grow and get younger members involved so it doesnôt fade away.  After living 
away for so many years, they state: ñWe are happy to be back in Fort Scott and be in our hometown and in our church. It 
is a beautiful church.ò  

Varrell, Shirley and their ñguard dogò Pansy live at 115 Crescent Dr. in Fort Scott.              Submitted by Jan Hedges 


